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Editing tips

Editing for stvle. structure and expression

Why Edit?

Careful editing is vital. You should
ALWAYS allow time for editing, even
in an exam. For an assignment
however, you need to leave a
substantial break between your first
draft and coming back to edit your
work.

You need to edit at least twice, once
for structure and once for expression.
|deally however, edit several times,
looking for something specific each
time.

Editing does not mean re writing.
Add to what you have written, rather
than being tempted to start again.

Editing for structure

After reading your introduction, it
should be clear what position you are
presenting in relation to the question.
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Read the first sentence in each of
your paragraphs; it should be
possible to develop a clear picture of
the logical development of your
material.

Ask yourself the following questions:

* Is the argument consistent?

What is your argument? Does your
paper follow the thesis you presented
in the introduction or has your
argument changed direction your
mind half way through the paper?

¢ Is the connection between each
section clear?

Paragraphs dealing with separate
aspects of a main topic should be
connected so that they do not look
like completely independent pieces
of writing. Each should be linked
with the paragraph before and after,
so that there is a clearly defined line
of argument running through the




entire piece of writing. It should also
be clear to your reader how each
point relates to the topic or question
you are answering.

Linking can be achieved in several
ways:

Use a "link" word to indicate a
connection with the previous
paragraph.

e.g. consequently

(see LSU flyer: Academic Words)

Repeat some words or phrases from
the last few lines of the preceding
paragraph

eg, from the end of a paragraph:

something unique in his style and
techniquethat appealed to British
audiences.

At the beginning of next paragraph

British audiences were first
introduced to Delaroche's work at the
annual exhibition of Ancient Masters'
in 1938 ...

Carry on an idea from the end of one
paragraph into the opening lines of
the next paragraph

eg from the end of a paragraph
leading to a serious level of social
dissatisfaction and instability within
the community.

To the beginning of next paragraph:

The first reforms after the 1978
uprising generated imbalances ...

Are your ideas in a logical order?

Jot down a two or three word
summary of each of your paragraphs
in the margin. This will help you to
determine if your material is
presented in a logical order. If your
summary for several paragraphs is
similar it is likely that you are
repeating ideas or information.

Is any one section too long?

Look at what you have written in the
context of the question. Have you
addressed all parts of the question
and written an appropriate number of
words for the importance of the idea?

Is your discussion of theory and
concepts balanced by the use of
examples?

It's good practice to demonstrate that
you understand theoretical principles
by linking them to examples or
practical applications.

Paragraphs are an important part of
the structure of your writing as they
are the framework on which your
ideas are built. If you can write a
good paragraph you're on the way to
writing a well structured essay.

Use the following checklist to assess
their success.

Does each paragraph have one
idea and is it expressed clearly in
a topic sentence?



A good topic sentence states both
the topic and the central idea of the
paragraph. Itis neither too general
nor too specific; it states the main
idea clearly, but does not give the
specific details. The topic sentence is
usually, but not always, the first
sentence in the paragraph. The topic
sentence acts as a signpost to your
reader, letting him/her know the
direction the essay is now taking

For example:

complexity and importance of the
paragraph's main point.

However, a series of short
paragraphs may give the impression
that you have not adequately

developed or substantiated the topic.

Short paragraphs are best used to
announce a change of subject or
approach, or to explain how the
following part of the essay is
organized. While there is no strict
answer to this question most






